Articles of laughter; then, always polite, at the request of a press photo-commerce grapher, he stood apart to be photographed.
Then we went off together to luncheon. We helped him into our car and out of it again, he playing the role of the centenarian, What" would he have for lunch? Oysters and hock—he had no teeth, he explained. That he didn't mind; there was a more serious incapacity to attendant on age he regretted more! The years had not robbed him of his wit, or his gaiety. We drove him back to the gallery, where more photographers awaited him, and left him and his gifted wife with expressions of mutual satisfaction and the promise of r an early visit to Broadstairs.
Sickert is a wit, a fine intelligence, a charmeur. He has a clear conception of his aims, of what it is within him to do. He has set himself a limited but consistent objective. Small canvases suit his methods and his vision. When he essays a more ambitious scale and subject he fails.
Walter's latest works arc a witty commentary on the nineteenth century, on its charm and absurdities, on its art at once so enchanting and so blatant. His mind remains ever alert to see the possibility most artists neglect. Besides Victorian illustrations he uses the reproductions in the daily press for his recent paintings. But the enlargements he makes from photographs of his sitters, of actors and actresses especially, are scarcely worthy of him or of his subjects.
There is the example of a greater artist, Corot, who did superlatively good work at a time when it passed almost unnoticed. Corot's landscapes and figure pieces are among the masterpieces of French art; yet during the latter years of Ins life, he became famous for slight feathery landscapes, done with ease, without reference to nature, and largely (like Sickert) to supply the dealers, when 'Corots* had become articles of commerce. The dealers must have objects with which to deal; and if they take up an artist's work they need a constant supply of canvases.
If painters formerly worked for the Church and the State, they knew at least their work would have a permanent 276

